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The funeral of 
Queen Elizabeth II 
The funeral of Queen Elizabeth II marked a truly 
unique and unprecedented moment of public 
scripture in the modern age. While still intricately 
woven through the English language in phrases, 
imagery, and poetry, the Bible has become 
increasingly seen as a private document, one for 
Christians to use within their own communities 
and in their private lives, and with little to say to 
our wider society at large. In events of the funeral 
and mourning period, Scripture was spoken by 
politicians, sung by world class musicians and 
ordinary people alike, prayed by congregations, 
and chosen by a Queen. Transmitted around the 

world, the Bible was given a global platform to 
speak on behalf of the nation. In the following 
pages we explore how a public increasingly at a 
distance from the Bible in everyday life received 
these words, but here we explore breath of 
scripture presentation �through images.

If someone watched all of the official mourning 
events they would have heard 3,923 words of the 
Bible, forming 198 verses, drawn from 13 books 
of the Bible, in three languages – English, Welsh 
and Gaelic.
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Our figures are drawn from how the Bible is presented in Order of Service documents where possible. Where this is not available we have used King James 
Version for Bible verses. All Scripture passages have been translated into English and are counted once.
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